
Ed Gein 

 

Did you know that one of the most famous murderers lived in 
Wisconsin? Movies such as Alfred Hitchcock's "Psycho" or "The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre" have been based on Ed Gein. 
Leatherface, the famous chainsaw welding maniac in "The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre" was based on Ed Gein who wore 
masks made of human skin. Later a character in the movie "The 
Silence Of The Lambs" was based on Gein. Buffalo Bill treasured 
woman's skin and wore it around like clothing. All of these 
movies were in some way related to Ed Gein. Although his 
name is seldom heard he is one of the most famous murderers in our history. 

    November 17, 1957 police arrived at Ed's farmhouse outside of Plainfield, 
Wisconsin. Ed was a suspect in the robbery of the local hardware store located in 
town. Gein's farmhouse was almost impossible to get through. Garbage and junk 
was all over the floor and counters. The smell was overwhelming to the local sheriff, 
Arthur Schley. While he was inspecting the kitchen he felt something hit his jacket. 
When he turned to look at it he turned to face a carcass hanging from the ceiling 
beams. The carcass had been gutted, decapitated, and cut open. Schley at first 
thought it was the carcass of a dead deer. Soon he realized that it wasn't a deer but 
the carcass of a person, Bernice Worden. She was the owner of the hardware store. 
As the deputies searched the house they found more gruesome stuff inside this hell 
house. There was a funny looking bowl which was the top of a human skull. The 
wastebasket and lampshades were made of human skin. An armchair was made of 
human skin. Female genitalia was preserved in a box. They also found a belt made 
of nipples, four noses, a human head, and a heart. The more they looked through 
the house the more stuff they had found. Eventually they found a suit made 
completely of skin was found. The officers tried to calculate the number of women 
that Gein may have killed. 

   On August 27, 1906 Ed Gein was born. He was born in La Crosse but later moved 
to a farm outside of Plainfield, Wisconsin. Ed lived with his father, George, his 
mother, Augusta, and his brother, Henry. Augusta was the one who raised the boys 
since George was an alcoholic. Augusta even considered him worthless and not 
capable of getting a job. Augusta started a grocery store the year Ed was born. It 
brought a fair amount of money which allowed them to move to Plainfield. 



Augusta, tried to keep her boys away from the outside world. She wasn't 
completely successful because her boys had to attend school. Ed was an average 
student but he was best in reading. Ed's mother often criticized the boys but Ed 
seen her as somewhat of a goddess and listened to her the best he could. Their 
father died in 1940 and the boys took over jobs on the farm. On May 16th Ed and 
Henry were fighting a brush fire. It was almost night and Ed called the police 
because he was worried about his brother. The police found Henry lying dead on 
the ground. They were concerned about some things. Henry was laying on the 
ground that had not touched by fire and had bruises on his head. Later that same 
year in December, Ed's mother died after a few strokes. Ed remained at the farm 
and boarded up most of the rooms. He preserved most of these rooms as a shrine 
to his mother, Augusta. Ed started reading adventure stories and Death-cult 
magazines. Other times he would do his bizarre hobbies that included nightly visits 
to the graveyard. Ed also began reading the local obituaries from the newspaper 
about the deaths of local women. He enjoyed peeling their skin from their dead 
bodies and wearing it. He started a collection of body parts. Some of them were 
preserved heads. A young boy that Ed had looked after often visited the farm. Ed 
showed him the human heads and told him they were from head hunters. The boy 
began telling the towns people about these strange stories. The people said they 
were all in his imagination and never took him seriously. Not until the 
disappearance of Bernice Worden. 

   After the discovery of Bernice Worden's headless body in 1957, the police 
thought that Eddie could have been involved in more murders. Gein then confessed 
to the murder of Bernice Worden. He stated that he was dazed at the time and only 
remembers dragging her to his ford truck. He also said he had took the body parts 
the police found from the graves and had not killed anyone except Bernice Worden. 
Later he admitted to also killing Mary Hogan. The sanity of Ed was in question and 
was suggested that he plead not guilty, by reason of insanity. Ed went underwent 
lots of psychological tests which did say that he was emotionally impaired. While 
Ed was doing more tests the police continued to search his land. On November 
29th, police found buried, skeletal remains which were suspected to be of  Victor 
Travis, who disappeared years earlier. After spending 10 years in a mental 
institution he was put on trial. He was found not guilty by reason of insanity. After 
the trial he was taken back to the institution where he spent the rest of his life 
happily. July 26, 1984, Gein died after a long bout with cancer. He was buried in 
Plainfield Cemetery next to his mother. 
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